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IOWA LIBRARY COMMISSION 


OBJECT: To aid im the establishment and de- 
velopment of free and other public libraries in the 
State of lowa. 


MEMBERS 


Johnson Brigham, Chairman, Des Moines. 
Dr. Walter A. Jessup, Iowa City. 

May Francis, Des Moines. 

Martha McClure, Mt. Pleasant. 

Mrs. Wm. D. Southwick, Boone. 

W. R. Orchard, Council Bluffs. 

A. M. Deyoe, Des Moines. 


Julia A. Robinson, Secretary. 


Clara L. Abernethy, Reference Librarian. 

Grace C. Murphy, Librarian, Traveling 
Library. 

Office—State Historical Building, Des 
Moines. 








Our Slogan 


Free books for every man, woman 
and child in Iowa, through COUNTY 
LIBRARIES. 
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read in our communities. 








A Happy New Pear 


A Happy New Year to the librarians and library trustees of 


A Happy New Year to be because a Better year, and a 
better year because a Bigger year in our libraries and in our lives. 


More books, better books, better bound books in all our li- 
braries. More people using our libraries, better books being 


Larger service to outside communities through rural extension 
and at leat ONE COUNTY LIBRARY in Iowa in 1927. 
Concerted, intensive, crganized effort to that end. 

Then will the year be a happy one because we have lived 
not for our own communities alone, but are doing our utmost to 
bring the day when EVERY BODY in Iowa shall have as easy 
access to libraries as do the people of our cities and towns. 
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Iowa Library Association 
1927 Meetings 


A meeting of the Executive Board 
of the Iowa Library Association was 
held in the Library Commission office 
on Thursday morning, December 9th, 
Mr. Brown, first vice president, pre- 
siding in Mr. Brigham’s absence. Miss 
Egan of Clinton, second vice president, 
Mrs. Nelson of Audubon, secretary, 
Miss Lee of Oskaloosa, treasurer, Miss 
Converse of Cresco, registrar, Mr. 
Findlay of Fort Dodge, retiring presi- 
dent and Miss Robinson, secretary of 
the Library Commission, the last two 
ex officio members, were all in attend- 
ance. 

Des Moines was decided upon as the 
place of meeting for 1927 and the rec- 
ommendation made that the time be 
made as late in the month as could be 
arranged to accommodate the college 
librarians. 

An informal discussion of the pro- 
gram took place and it was decided to 
make ‘‘Books and Reading’’ the key 
note of the meeting, Round Tables using 
that topic and discussing books rather 
than technical matters. 

The meeting places for the spring 
meetings in the eight districts were 
selected but cannot be announced un- 
til correspondence has shown the 
willingness of the libraries selected to 
have the meetings, not all of them 
having given invitations. These will 
be announced in the next number of 
the Quarterly and by letter in the 
meantime. 

County libraries and the book wagon 
also received attention. 

The secretary was instructed to send 
a letter of greeting to Mr. Brigham. 





Atlantic City Meeting American Li- 
brary Association 

To those in attendance at the Atlan- 
tie City meeting there will always re- 
main the picture of the board walk 
with its ever changing crowd, the tall 
hotels and the restless ocean. The 
meeting, however, is memorable not 
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only because it was the Fiftieth Anni- 
versary but because of the presence of 
a large number of foreign delegates 
who furnished the programs for several 
of the meetings and were interesting 
figures in the hotel lobbies. 


At the first General Session on Mon- 
day evening, October 4th, after an ad- 
dress of welcome from the chairman 
of the New Jersey Library Commis- 
sion greetings were received by a rep- 
resentative in person or by letter from 
the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, the Federation of Labor, the 
National Education Association and the 
National Organization of Parent- 
Teachers. 

To each of the foreign delegates an 
escort had been assigned for the time 
of the meeting and these with their 
delegates occupied a bloc of seats re 
served in the center of the house. 


At the close of the greetings these 


delegates were introduced, Mr. Belden 
calling the name of the country and 
Mr. Milam the name of the delegate 
who rose, bowed to the chair and was 
recognized by the chair. Hearty ap- 
plause greeted each presentation. It 
was an interesting and thrilling oe 
easion as there were delegates present 
from Belgium, Brazil, Chile, China, 
Denmark, France, Germany, England, 
Ireland, Scotland, Guatemala, Holland, 
Honduras, Hungary, Italy, Japan, 
Liberia, Mexico, Norway, 
Russia, Salvador, Siam, Spain, Sweden, 
and Switzerland. 

At the General Session on Tuesday 
evening addresses were made by the 
delegates from Germany, Norway, 
China and Japan; and greetings re- 
ceived from Dr. Guppy of Manchester, 
England, who was on the program for 
an address but who gracefully yielded 
that place because of the lateness of 
the hour. Lord Elgin, representative 
of the Carnegie Corporation in Secot- 
land, also addressed the meeting. The 
high light of the evening was the ad- 
dress of the Chinese delegate, P. W. 
Kuo, President, Southeastern Univer- 
sity, Nanking, China, who spoke im 
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beautiful English with humor and 
oratorical effect. 

Dr. Guppy, President of the Library 
Association of Great Britain, and Lord 
Elgin brought invitations to the Ameri- 
ean Library Association to participate 
in the Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
British Library Association to be held 
in 1927. 

At the session on Wednesday evening 
addresses were made by representatives 
from England, Belgium, France, Russia 
and Seotland. On both evenings the 
addresses, with the exception of the 
one by the delegate from France, were 
in English, How many American 
librarians would be able to perform a 
similar feat in a foreign country? 

This, however, is in line with the 
much higher qualifications required for 
librarians in foreign countries, many 
of them being obliged to present a 
doctor’s thesis before being considered 
qualified for library work. This again 
shows the difference between the 
American libraries and those of Europe, 
the former being public libraries and 
designed for all the people while the 
European libraries are university li- 
braries for the use of scholars and must 
be presided over by scholars. 

Following the adjournment of the 
Atlantic City conference about forty 
of the foreign delegates were taken on 
a Visiting trip to the libraries of a num- 
ber of the larger cities, the expenses of 
this trip being borne by the Carnegie 
Corporation. 


The Anniversary session was held on 
Wednesday morning, October 6th, at 
Drexel Institute, Philadelphia, a special 
train carrying the delegates from At- 
lantie City in the rain. The skies 
cleared, however, later. 

A processional to the platform com- 
posed of the officers, foreign delegates 
and their escorts, and other visitors was 
a prelude to the program on which R. 
R. Bowker and Melvil Dewey, charter 
members of the American Library Asso- 
elation, were the speakers, Mr. Bowker 
telling of the past and Mr. Dewey 
giving a ‘‘Look into the Future.’’ 
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At this meeting Mr. Belden present- 
ed, in bound form, from the Boston 
Publie Library to the American Library 
Association the correspondence and 
printed matter connected with the first 
meeting of librarians in Philadelphia 
in 1876. 


After the program at Drexel Insti- 
tute the librarians were taken to the 
University of Pennsylvania where 
luncheon was served; then on a short 
drive about the city and to the His- 
torical Society Rooms. Following this 
the librarians dispersed to sight-seeing 
according to their own pleasure. 


On Thursday afternoon at 4:30 Dr. 
Guppy gave his address on ‘‘The Power 
of Personality’’ omitted on Tuesday 
evening. In the judgment of many this 
was the high note of the meeting. 

The sessions of the affiliated organ- 
izations and the various sections of the 
American Library Association included 
many interesting subjects and speakers 
but too often overlapped to allow attend- 
ance on all desirable programs. 

At the Children’s Seetion on Monday 
afternoon the Newberry medal for the 
outstanding children’s book for 1925 
was awarded to Arthur Bowie Christ- 
man for his book of Chinese fairy tales, 
‘*Shen of the Sea.’’ Mr. Christman 
was present and spoke a few words 
upon being presented. 

At the County Library Round Table 
a most interesting talk was given by 
Miss A. S. Cook, Librarian of Kent 
County Library, Maidstone, England, 
who told of the methods of English 
county library work. 

The closing session on Friday evening 
included the president’s address and 
the introduction of the incoming presi- 
dent, Mr. George Locke of Toronto, 
Ontario, where the next American 
Library Association Conference will be 
held. 

No one could fail to carry from the 
meeting a realization of what a union 
of the keepers of the printed page of 
the world might do in bringing about 
international understanding. 




















Iowa Luncheon at Atlantic City 


About the first question which greets 
the Secretary of the Iowa Library Com- 
mission at an American Library Asso- 
ciation or a midwinter meeting is 
‘‘When do we have the Iowa lunch- 
eon?’’ from some former Iowa libra- 
rian. 

At Atlantic City Friday noon seemed 
the best time and arrangements were 
made by Miss Hagey of Cedar Rapids 
for us at the Woman’s Club where 
thirty-two present and former Iowa 
librarians sat down to lunch. Their 
names are given below. 

Following the lunch James Hodgson, 
a graduate of the State University of 
Iowa and of the Iowa Summer Library 
School, told very interestingly of his 
work in connection with the Inter- 
national Institute of Agriculture in 
Rome, Italy, of which he is librarian, 
in which more countries have member- 
ship than in the League of Nations and 
where pamphlets in fifty languages or 
dialects are handled. 

It was a great pleasure to have Miss 
Tyler present and to hear a few words 
from her. 

Miss Hagey in a very well worded 
little speech conveyed to Mr. and Mrs. 
Brigham the wishes of the Iowa 
librarians for a delightful trip. Mr. 
Brigham responded and the librarians 
hurried away to other engagements. 


lowa Librarians Present 


Mae Anders, Public Library, Des. Moines. 

Lydia Margaret Barrette, Public Library, 
Mason City. 

Johnson Brigham, Des 
Moines. 

Mrs. Johnson Brigham, Des Moines. 

Charlotte E. Crosley, Kendall Young Li- 
brary, Webster City. 

May Ditch, Public Library, Ottumwa. 

Vera Dixon, Supervisor, High School Li- 
braries, Des Moines. 

E. Joanna Hagey, Public Library, Cedar 
Rapids. 

Clara Hinton, Public Library, Cedar 
Rapids. 

John B. Kaiser, State University of Iowa 
Library, Iowa City. 

Mrs. Cora Poor Millard, Public Library, 
Burlington. 


State Library, 


Betty Pritchett, Librarian, Coe College, 


Cedar Rapids. 
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Katherine Roberts, Children’s Librarian, 
Davenport. 

Julia A. Robinson, Secretary, Iowa Li 
brary Commission, Des Moines. 

Grace D. Rose, Public Library, Deg 
Moines. 

Grace Shellenberger, Public Library, Day. 
enport. 

Mrs. Fred W. Weitz, Trustee, Des Moines 
Public Library. 
Elsie Weitz, Des Moines. 
Callie Wieder, Public Library, Waterloo. 





Former ltowa Librarians Present 


Anna M. Anderson. : 

Dorothy Annable, Public Library, Walpole, 
Mass., formerly Mason City Public Library, 

Gertrude Bergman, Public Library, Or 
lando, Florida, formerly assistant in State 
University of Iowa Library. 

Emma Boyer, Librarian, Union Trust 
Company, Cleveland, Ohio, formerly organ- 
izer, lowa Library Commission. 

Margery Burditt, Public Library, West 
Hartford, Conn., formerly Waterloo Pub 
lic Library. 

Viarda Clark, Public Library, Racine, Wis- 
consin, formerly Davenport Public Library. 

James Hodgson, Librarian, International 
Institute of Agriculture, Rome, Italy. 

Elizabeth M. King, formerly Newton Pub 
lic Library, Chicago Public Library. 

Claire Nolte, Public Library, Marinette, 
Wisconsin, formerly Clinton Public Library, 

Elizabeth Robinson, Public Library, St. 
Paul, Minnesota, home in Sioux City. 

Louise Smith, Public Library, Toledo, 0. 

Mary D. Rains, Public Library, Boise, Ida 
ho, formerly Mason City Public Library. 

Helen M. Taylor, Northwestern Univer- 
sity Library, formerly Mason City Public 
Library. 

Harriet Turner, Public Library, Kewanee, 


Illinois. 
Alice 8S. Tyler, Director, Western Reserve 


Library School, Cleveland, Ohio, formerly 
Secretary, lowa Library Commission. 

In addition a number of Iowa libra- 
rians had been present and were 
obliged to leave or had other engage- 
ments and could not attend the luneh- 
eon. Among these were: 

Paula Beuck, Public Library, Davenport. 

C. H. Brown, State College Library, Ames. 

Rachel Cessna, Grinnell College Library, 
Grinnell. 

Laota Baldwin, Public Library, Newton. 

Mary Egan, Public Library, Clinton. 

Mary E. Monroe, Public Library, Musca 
tine. , 

Other former Iowa librarians were 
also present but prevented from “ 


tending the luncheon. 
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Children’s Poetry 


To make Children’s Book Week dif- 
ferent, attractive to the children, and 
yet valuable, satisfactory to the li- 
brary and others who participate, is 
always a problem and a source of 
thoughtful consideration, to the chil- 
dren’s librarian and the librarian. 

For several years we have had the 
assistance of the supervisor of work in 
the grade schools. The reading had 
been directed along certain lines, such 
as travel, and language periods devoted 
to book reviews or compositions. The 
children always turned out some spon- 
taneous and natural work which de- 
lighted us. 

Last spring, the supervisor suggested 
we make the book week project per- 
manent and it was given a place in the 
school curriculum. At the same time 
we began to plan the project for book 
week in 1926. 

The children had written some 
poetry in the first grades which we 
thought was charming, so we chose 
poetry as our subject for the book week 
project this year. In the fall, when 
school opened, the librarian discussed 
the topic with the grade teachers and 
an adequate collection of books of 
poetry was placed at their disposal. 

The teachers read poetry, the li- 
brarians went to the schools and read 
poetry, and by and by it was suggested 
that the children might like to write 
their thoughts in as beautiful words as 
they could choose. Little stress was 
placed on the form, rhyme, or meter. 
Children were encouraged to tell their 
fancies and thoughts to the teacher, 
even in kindergarten. Sometimes the 
teacher wrote down the little poems for 
the children. 

Early in November the material was 
gathered together and submitted to a 
committee who selected two poems 
from each of the first six grades and 
the kindergarten. 

As we read the poems submitted, we 
were naturally interested when it 
seemed we could detect the influence of 
certain poets or trace the type of read- 
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ing the child had recently been doing. 
We thought the little boy in second 
grade who wrote about his pony had 
been reading Lear. He wrote: 
**T have a little pony, 
His name is Bob. 
I gave him some corn 
He ate the corn and left the cob.’’ 
A fourth grade boy chose the potato 
as his subject. Surely as poetic a sub- 
ject as Mr. Finney’s turnip. 


**A little potato rolled over the floor, 

‘Get out of my way,’’ it said to the 
door. 

The door quickly opened, the potato 
rolled through. 

It met an old field mouse, and said, 
‘Good morning to you.’ ”’ 


Children’s thoughts dwell on fairies 
and the little child who wrote the fol- 
lowing poem had possibly never heard 
of any of Rose Fyleman’s poetry. Lit- 
tle Barbara, who is only six years old, 
said this poem to her teacher: 


“*T went to bed at night 
And when I got up at day, 
The funniest thing surprised me 
When I went out to play. 


**T found a fairy in my swing. 
She had a tiny acorn cup. 
She was the funniest little thing, 
She scattered dew. drops down and 
up.’’ 
The same little girl says: 
**Don’t call sunbeams, sunbeams, 
Because they are little golden fairies 
flying down 
And dancing round and round.’’ 


A boy in sixth grade, eleven years 
old, brought us this about fairies: 


**At night the fairies come out to play, 
And dance around in the moonlight 


gray. 
Then at dawn when the light appears, 
Every fairy disappears. 


They hide away beneath the ground 

Where they are very safe and sound. 

They dance and sing down there all 
day 











Until the sunset turns to gray, 
Then they come out again to play.’’ 


This is an example of the fact that 
stress was put on the idea and prac- 
tically none on the rules of feet, lines, 
ete. 


Martha, ten years old, had this one 
verse about fairies: 


‘Lightly floating through the air, 
A fairy dances here and there. 
She is very, very shy, 

Just like a lovely butterfly.’’ 


We found some poems which had 
qualities that reminded us of Steven- 
son. Does this one sound like Christine 
Rsscti? 


‘*Boat, boat, float, float 

Over the sea and back to me, 

Over the sea and back to me, 

Bringing the treasures from beyond 
the sea.’’ 


Some of the children love nature or 
their teachers do. Probably the teach- 
er’s love of nature has directed them 
and encouraged their writing these 
verses. The ‘‘Things I Love’’ is writ- 
ten by a child ten years old: 


**T love the sky above my head, 
I love the trees so tall 

I love the pretty little flowers 
Almost the best of all. 


**T love the wind that goes so fast 
I love the little brooks that run so 
fast, don’t you?”’ 


Gertrude is seven years old and in a 
round childish hand writes about flow- 
ers and fairies: 


**When it gets dark 

The flowers close up their eyes and 
say ‘Good-night.’ 

And then the little fairies come out 

With their candles bright 

And cover the flowers with dewdrops, 

On their sweet faces.’’ 


Probably the tendency to moralize 
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in the following poems is entirely un- 
eonscious. Jack is in grade 2. 


‘IT want to be a great big man 
And hunt for ducks each fall. 

I’d like to get just one or two— 
Not try to kill them all.’’ 


Frederick is eight years old: 


*‘Our flag is red, white, and blue, 
There are many flags, but not that hue, 
I love the flag that does not fear. 

We all salute when it comes near.”’ 


From the Kindergarten we have two 
little poems as follows: 


Milkweed Babies 
“‘The milkweeds are blowing out; 
Then their little babies 
Fly all over, 
And turn into feathers.’’ 


Shadows 
‘*The shadows come into my bedroom 
And fill me with sleep at night.’’ 


Here are four poems from Ist grade 
children who are six and seven years 
old. Each verse is a contribution from 
an individual child. 


“‘If I were the North Wind 
I’d blow the trees and 
I’d blow the houses 
And when I got sleepy 
I’d go around to the hills 
And go to sleep.’’ 

* 7 
**Little Dandelion, 
When you go to sleep at night, 
What happens? 
In the morning, you wake up 
And find your hair is white.’’ 

. * * 


““A chickadee, 
A chickadee, 
A chickadee 
I love to see.”’ 
. * a 
Snow 
**The sky says, 
‘I take my bubble pipe out 
And blow bubbles on the 
Children who are nice.’ 
And they eall it snow.’’ 











County Libraries 





Book Car 


The travels of the book car during 
September and early October were not 
as satisfactory as the earlier weeks be- 
cause of the rain and poor roads. 

At the State Fair the car went around 
the race track with the Boone, Oska- 
loosa and Newton parades and stood on 
exhibition at the entrance to the Women 
and Children’s Building at other times. 

The week following the Fair was 
spent in Hardin County where some in- 
teresting pictures of the car on Iowa 
mud roads were taken. Of this week 
Mrs. Ellis, librarian at lowa Falls, 
writes: 

‘*T am enclosing some pictures of our 
week with the book-wagon. I feel that 
they explain themselves but shall put 
some notes on them nevertheless. When 
I think of human interest stories the 
word ‘‘eagerness’’ comes to me. It is 
the only term I can think of that ex- 
plains the rapt expression on the faces 
of the school children as I talked to 
them and as they examined the car. I 
know that to them it seemed but a vague, 
half-understood school day experience, 
but their eagerness alone tempts me to 
say that book-wagon service is not in 
far distant future if demand supplies 
the need. We visited every rural school 
in Hardin township, one consolidated 
school outside the district and five small 
towns and the county seat. Eldora paid 
for their use of the ear for an afternoon 
and evening and we received more than 
enough borrowers’ fees to clear the car 
expense.’’ 

From Marshalltown Miss Story re- 
ports, ‘‘September was the biggest 
month in rural requests that we ever 
had and I believe that the interest was 
due to the book wagon and advertising 
the idea.’’ 

One result here and in other counties 
has been the interest of the small towns 
in becoming branches and this is an en- 
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couraging step toward county library 
service. 

The car visited the county fair at 
Northwood and spent a few days in 
Warren and Polk Counties where the 
rain interfered with its travels. 

The first week in October was spent 
in Franklin County from which no re- 
port has been received. 

The absence of the Secretary of the 
Library Commission in the East and the 
lack of a driver prevented attendance at 
the district women’s club meetings as 
planned. 

Its last public appearance was at the 
State Teachers’ Association where it 
was parked inside the Coliseum. 

At a meeting of the County Library 
Committee it was decided to offer the 
ear for rent to neighboring states but 
this was without success and it will be 
stored for the winter ready to start on 
new travels in the early spring. There 
is enough money on hand to pay storage. 
County Libraries at the District Meetings 

of the Women’s Clubs 

The chairmen of the eleven districts 
of the women’s clubs holding meetings 
in October were asked to allow twenty 
minutes each for putting on ‘‘ Why not 
—a play with a purpose’’ in the interest 
of county libraries. This was done at 
six meetings. 

At Burlington in the first district it 
was put on by the public speaking class 
of the Burlington High School. At 
DeWitt, in the second district, by part 
of the staff of the Davenport Public Li- 
brary assisted by club women. At the 
fifth district in Cedar Rapids the public 
speaking class of Coe College put it on. 
At Newton in the sixth district the New- 
ton librarians and club put on the play. 
At Corning in the eighth district it was 
put on by the County Federation of 
Ringgold County and at the tenth dis- 
trict it was given by the club women. 

The report in all cases was favorable 
to county libraries, doing more than a 
speech would have done. 

Requests from county federations and 
clubs for copies of the play for use at 
elub and county meetings have since 











come. Here is an opportunity for the 
library to do something by bringing the 
play to the attention of the Farm Bu- 
reau and county organizations. 

At the district meeting at Oelwein in 
the fourth district Alice Story of Mar- 
shalltown gave a talk on county libraries 
and at Clarion in the third district Mrs. 
Ellis of Iowa Falls spoke as did Miss 
Robinson at the seventh district meeting 
in Des Moines. 





County Library Conference 

An informal County Library Con- 
ference was held in the Library Com- 
mission office on December 9th in the 
afternoon following the Executive 
Board meeting in the morning. The at- 
tendance was not large but included 
those in the vicinity especially interested 
in county libraries and to whom it is be- 
coming a vital problem. 

The program was informal and took 
the form of an experience meeting in 
which progress was reported. 

The need of a revision of the law to 
permit the small towns to come in with- 
out separate contract was made evident 
and the necessity for effort on the part 
of librarians with their legislators was 
emphasized. 





For the Iowa Alcove 


Below we repeat for emphasis the list 
of books by lowa authors in the Cooper- 
ative Buying list and. because that in- 
cluded a few older books which the li- 
braries should already have and to in- 
clude one or two additions. 

Every library no matter how small 
should have the beginning of an Iowa 
Aleove where all books by Iowa authors, 
all books about Iowa, and all the publi- 
cations of the State Historical Society 
are shelved. If all cannot be afforded 
the collection should be gradually built 


up by constantly adding a few at least. 
Bowman—tThe world that was 
Ficke—Selected poems 
Garland—tTrail makers of the middle 
border. 
Hall—On the stream of travel 
Hawley—My soul and I 
LeCron—Animal eltiquette (J) 
McElroy—Adventures of John T. Bear (J) 
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Morrow—On to Oregon (J) 
Mott—Rewards of reading 
Pierce—Public opinion and the teaching 

of History 
Sherlock—Tall timbers 
Stokely—Bubbleloon 
Suckow—lIowa interiors 
Travers—Sectarian shackles 


Cooperative Book Buying 

The December Cooperative Book Buy- 
ing List and a letter from the Lib 
Commission have been sent to all the li 
braries of the state regardless of their 
agreement to enter into the plan or not. 
Later lists will be sent only to those 
joining the plan but this may be done at 
any time. 

The plan is especially intended for 
small libraries with small book funds as 
it will enable a more economical use of 
the funds in the purc>sse of more books 
for the amount available. 

The librarians and library boards 
should remember that the more libraries 
which enter into the plan the better the 
discounts which can be given, and the 
communication reprinted below from the 
Library Journal covers both the larger 
libraries which are saying ‘‘We do not 





need it’’ and the smaller libraries whieh — 


are buying from the school office think- 
ing they are getting better prices. 

Both are equally selfish and the latter 
especially short-sighted. For it must be 
kept in mind that there is only a seem 
ing cheapness in some book prices for 
the edition is always to be taken into 
account and it is often much cheaper im 
the.end to buy a book that costs a little 
more, and especially certain books re 
enforced, than to buy a book cheap if 
the beginning but which will soon go to 
pieces and must either stand on the 
shelves in a ragged condition or be re 
bound at extra cost and loss of time, if 
indeed it can be rebound. 

The following communication is com- 
mended to all libraries. Let us try this 
plan together and if it should fail le 
it not fail because it did not receive the 


unanimous cooperation of all the + 


braries of the state. Its value may not 
be recognized at first but we surely be- 
lieve that it will be in the end. 
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“To the Editor of the Library Journal: 

One of the speakers at the Order and 
Book Selection Round Table at Atlantic 
City gave this surprising piece of advice— 
surprising to at least one listener: ‘Let 
each library get the best discount it can 
and then keep mum about it.” More sur- 
prising still the next speaker commended 
and emphasized the wisdom of these words. 
It seems incredible that most of those who 
were present approved, for such a policy 
is directly opposed to the growing spirit of 
cooperation and friendliness among li- 
braries. 

In her interesting article on ‘Co-operation 
among libraries’ in the Library Journal of 
October 1, Miss M. Louise Hunt describes 
several experiments in the co-operative pur- 
chase of books. She does not speak of a 
method—perhaps it has not been tried— 
suggested to me by @ young and enterpris- 
ing representative of a large jobber. He 
wondered that the libraries of one state, for 
instances, do not lump their book budgets 
and then say to the jobbers, ‘The libraries 
of this state have say, three hundred thou- 
sand dollars to spend for books this year. 
What is the best discount you can give us?’ 
For so large an amount the jobbers would 
figure carefully. Best of all, all the li- 
braries in the state would profit, small as 
well as large, and the book budgets, so 
seldom adequate, would have a little whole- 
some stretching. It sounds like a good 
scheme. 

Shall the librarian of the large library 
say to himself as he buys his books, ‘Every 
library for itself—and the devil] take the 
hindmost,’ or shall he lend a helping hand?” 

ADELE MARTIN, 
Westerly, R. I. 
Library Journal, 
November 15, 1926. 


Iowa Library Summer School Dinner 

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
Iowa Library Summer School was cele- 
brated with a dinner at Memorial Union 
on Wednesday, July 7th, during the 
state meeting. The classes were rep- 
resented as follows: One each 1903 
and 1905; two 1907; one each 1908, 
1909 and 1910; five 1913; four 1914; 
three 1916; two each 1917 and 1918; 
six 1919; five 1920; six 1921; two 1922; 
six 1923; eight 1924; ten 1925; twenty- 
one 1926; two unclassified. 

The address of the occasion was given 
by Mr. Brigham who as chairman of 
the Library Commission since its or- 
ganization in 1900 has been more or 
less officially connected with the school 
during its twenty-five years of existence. 
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He gave interesting reminiscences of the 
early days and paid a compliment to 
Miss Tyler, the first director of the 
school and secretary of the Library 
Commission for thirteen years. 

Mr. Brigham’s address was followed 
by short talks by Mr. Kaiser, Miss 
Watts and Miss Robinson. Miss Shell- 
enberger, so long connected with the 
school as instructor in children’s work, 
presided and introduced the speakers. 

At the business meeting preceding 
the dinner the following officers were 


elected for the coming year: 
President, Ellen Stocker, Muscatine. 
Vice President, Grace Murphy, Des 
Moines. 
. - meas aac Isabel Sidey, Green- 
eld. 


Miss Sidey, the new treasurer asks 
that members who have not paid dues 
for 1926 kindly do so at once. Dues 
for 1927 are now due and should be 
forwarded to the secretary-treasurer, 
Isabel Sidey, Public Library, Green- 
field. 





Library Section 
State Teachers Association 

About one hundred people assembled 
in the lecture room of the Des Moines 
Public Library for the first day’s 
Round Table, November 4th, Vera 
Dixon presiding. 

Linn Jones, librarian of the chil- 
dren’s department of the Des Moines 
Public Library discussed in a most in- 
teresting fashion the outstanding chil- 
dren’s books of 1926. Miss McElroy, 
author of one of the books mentioned, 
‘‘Johnny T. Bear,’’ was present at the 
meeting and told something of how 
her book ‘‘grew.”’ 

Gladys Cavanaugh, librarian of East 
High School; Mrs. Page, librarian of 
Des Moines University, and Miss War- 
ner of the Ames College Library told 
of some of the books used and enjoyed 
by their students. 

I. H. Schmidt, superintendent of 
Milford, Iowa, schools outlined his plan 
for stimulating outside or supplemen- 
tary reading. In each room they place 
books suitable for that grade and ex- 
pect pupils to complete the reading for 
























































that grade before they pass on to the 
next one. They use a form for judging 
books, getting away largely from the 
essay type of book report. 

Edith C. Beck of the Woodrow Wil- 
son Junior High School in Des Moines 
talked on the work of a teacher-librarian 
in a junior high school. She has one 
class room period and the home room 
period for library work. During this 
time and after school she accomplished 
a great deal of work. 

On Friday about forty were present. 

Janet Arie of Cedar Rapids discussed 
supervised study and the library. Each 
pupil.is assigned one library period a 
week. Some library instruction is given 
during this period. 

Martha Neuman of the Ames Public 
Library said she posted notices on the 
bulletin board of articles in the maga- 
zines that would be of interest to school 
students. 

Grace Rose, librarian of the Des 
Moines Public Library, discussed the 
need of cooperation between schools and 
the public library. She said the public 
library would be glad to put on reserve 
books for the use of the students if they 
knew in advance what was going to be 
asked for. She said library instruction 
is given to the upper grades in the pub- 
lie library. 

Miss Murphy of the Iowa Library 
Commission, formerly of the Davenport 
Public Library, told of the plan for 
school libraries in Davenport. The 
school board furnishes the room and 
equipment and hires the librarian, the 
public library furnishes the books, cata- 
logs them and does the rebinding. The 
books are chosen together by school and 
library. The librarian of the public li- 
brary, the one in charge of school work, 
and the high school librarians have 
lunch together and discuss questions of 
interest. 

Miss Ashmore, librarian of Roosevelt 
High School, told of some of the books 
the Junior High School uses and Grace 
Campbell, librarian of North High 
School, told of the library instruction 
she gives. 


122 


Mr. Brown, librarian of the State 
College at Ames, spoke of the value of 
library instruction using problems to be 
worked out in the library. He said he 
sometimes feared not enough emphasis 
was placed on good reading. 

Jeanette Lewis, county superintend- 
ent of schools of Jefferson County, said 
so many of the county schools have no 
library or have only small unsuitable 
collections of books. The teachers who 
have had little opportunity to read 
good books cannot inspire pupils with 
the love of good literature. 

A number of people expressed the 
opinion that these were the most inter- 
esting sessions yet held during an L §, 
T. A. meeting. 

Janet Arie was chosen president and 
Martha Neuman, secretary, of the Li 
brary Section of the Iowa State Teach- 
ers Association. 

Reported by Grace Campbell. 


Children’s Book Week 

The observance of Children’s Book 
Week has become so widespread and uni- 
versal that a detailed account of pro- 
grams in different libraries would take 
more space than the Quarterly affords. 
We wish it were possible to tell of the 
good work done in many libraries both 
because the effort deserves recognition 
and because they may be suggestive to 
other libraries in coming years. 

Many libraries are making their pur- 
chases of children’s books to provide for 
their use on this week and with the 
posters furnished by the National Pub- 
lishers Association few calls come to the 
Library Commission for posters or @&- 
hibit collections of books. Nevertheless 
about fifty posters and several book el 
lections were loaned. A large number 
of the new graded lists were sent out at 
that time. 


The Library Commission has a supply 
of the revised preliminary edition 
the ‘‘World Survey’’ in two volumes 
which will be sent to any library ask 
ing for them. The postage will be tem 
cents which the libraries will B® 
expected to pay. 
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The Middlewest* 


By Julia A. Robinson 
The Middlewest was the first west, the far 
west 
Yesterday. 
The Middlewest is the Middle east as well 
Today. 


The Middlewest is not middling, 
In any way. 

It’s just as good as the East or the West 
Any day. 


Its people came from the East and the South 
to make 
The Middlewest. 
And now to West and North they go, but not 
All our best. 


No mountains high, or scenery grand you'll 
find 
In the Middlewest; 
But smiling prairies stretching far in 
wealth and 
Beauty dressed. 


The Middlewest has fertile soil, wide fields 
of 
Corn and hay. 
But it has towns to match the East all 
Along the way. 


To the East the sunrise, to the West the 
Sunset glow. 
To the Middlewest the midday heat to make 
the 
Tall corn grow. 


The far West has its earthquakes, the South 
Its hurricanes. 
But in the Middlewest it sometimes rains 
and 
Rains and rains. 


The Middlewest has schools the best and 


libraries 
Galore. 
With ‘varsities and library schools and a 
higher 


School in store. 


The Middlewest has her public men, of 
whom she’s 
Justly proud. 
And new brands of politics, of which she 
does not 
Speak so loud. 


The Middlewest has writers too, in all a 
Goodly throng. 
But the East is sure to claim a few which 


to 
Middlewest belong. 


Oh, who'd not live in the Middlewest and 
Work there too. 
If you'll but come to the Middlewest, 
So’ll say you. 
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Tho North and South and Bast and West 
and Middlewest 
They be. r 
Each best beloved by not a few, they're all 
Our “ain countrie.” 


*Read at a Regional program of the Wis- 
consin Library School at Atlantic City, 
October 7th. Printed by request. 





The A. L. A. Catalog 1926 

Now ready. A newly selected list of 
ten thousand volumes now in print. Not 
a supplement or a cumulation, but a new 
basic list. 

Each entry gives author, title, pub- 
lisher, price, classification number, Li- 
brary of Congress card number, subject 
headings, and a descriptive note. 


While there are some points in the ar- 
rangement which might be greatly im- 
proved the book is an exceedingly help- 
ful one and should be in all libraries but 
the very smallest. Such libraries might 
well put it on their list of ‘‘ Wants’’ to 
be suggested as a gift from a generous 
patron. 

For sale by the American Library 
Association, 86 East Randolph St., Chi- 
cago, Illinois. Cost $6.00, postage pre- 
paid. 





Circulation 

More and more the Secretary of the 
Iowa Library Commission is impressed 
with the fact that we are placing too 
much emphasis upon and doing too 
much talking about circulation. Our 
only excuse is that it is the easiest meth- 
od of measuring the efficiency and 
growth of the library and we all want 
to know that our libraries are growing 
in efficiency and use. 


But it is to be feared that sometimes 
the librarians forget that just as much 
efficiency may be shown by reference 
work and other departments as by piling 
up circulation. Let us forget circula- 
tion for 1927, or at leas don’t mention 
it outside our own library, and turn our 
attention to some other phase of libra.y 
work and see if circulation will not take 
care of itself. 











| Library News of the State | 


Adel—Two new members of the li- 
brary board have been named by the 
mayor and confirmed by the city coun- 
cil. Mrs. H. R. Straight and John G. 
Regan were appointed to take the 
places of Charles F. Clark and Mrs. 
C. S. Macey who have resigned. Mrs. 
Mary Roberts has been reappointed 
for a term of six years. 

Bloomfield — Herbert Carroll has 
been appointed a member of the h- 
brary board to sueceed Rev. B. W. 
Cornn who resigned because of removal 
from town. 

Burlington — Two changes have 
taken place on the library staff. Mary 
E. Quick left September 15th to at- 
tend the University of Illinois Library 
School and Mrs. Elizabeth Luthy re- 
signed October Ist. The vacancies 





have been filled by the appointment of 
Martha Guenther and Mildred Hilton. 


Carroll—Immediately following the 
Iowa City meeting Miss Stevens went 
to Rochester, Minnesota, for an opera- 
tion for goiter, later going to her home 
in Boone for recuperation. She re- 
turned to the library November first. 

Charles City—Belle Caldwell has re- 
signed her position as librarian to re- 
move to New York City. Miss Cald- 
well has been librarian for a number 
of years both before and following her 
course at the Illinois Library School. 

The townships St. Charles and Rock- 
ford and the town of Rockford are now 
connected with the library by rural ex- 
tension contracts. 

Cedar Rapids—Public Library—aAlta 
Bouton, general assistant in the library 
in 1922-23 and later assistant in the 
Grinnell College Library was married 
to Bedford P. Lattner on October 22nd 
in Cleveland, Ohio, where she has re- 
cently been employed in the library. 

Fannie Wolfe has been granted a six 
months’ leave of absence for travel in 
Europe. 


Correctionville—Mrs. J. L. Dubois 
has been elected president, Mrs. §. W. 
Kuster, vice president and W. 
Thompson, secretary of the library 
board for the coming year. Mrs. F. W. 
Woodruff is librarian. 


Corydon—Mrs. H. R. Evans has re 
signed from the library board and 
Emma Kimple has been appointed to 
fill the vacancy. 

Davenport — The branch in the 
Friendly House interrupted by fire 
several months ago, was reopened on 
October 5th. 


A meeting sponsored by the library 
board for the chairmen and secretaries 
of all the fraternal organizations was 
held at the library on November 8th, 
fourteen organizations being repre 
sented. The meeting was called to 
order by Dr. Lindley who stated the 
object of the gathering to be the pro 
motion of a larger distribution of 
books among the people of the eity. 
Miss Shellenberger then told of the re 
sources of the library, its value to the 
city and the desire of the board for its 
wider use. A similar meeting will be 
held in December. 

Kathryn Mier has been appointed a 

member of the library staff. 
Mier was formerly employed in the 
Jacksonville Public Library and last 
year took the training at the St. Louis 
Library School. 

Lolita Newman has resigned because 
of illness in her family and returned 
her home in Stillwater, Minnesota. 


The Library Commission colleetion 
of pictures, the work of the school 
children of Vienna were exhibited i 
the library during Book Week. 


Des Moines—Library Club — The 
opening meeting of the year took the 
form of an A. L. A. Echo meeting and 
was held in the Library Commission 
office on Sunday afternoon, October 
24th, Miss Abernethy presiding. Miss 
Rose, Miss Dixon, Miss Anders, Miss 
Robinson and Mr. Brown spoke 
various phases of the Atlantic Cif 
meeting and Mr. Small gave some it 


124 





ee ee .. eo ee 


—_— > -~— oe et 





+ adnak 


gE 


date = 


e593 2d} 


3 


2. 


= 


ao? 
ae? 


eFe 


26 se £E 


sPRRSEE? - 


ee 








dents connected with the Pre-confer- 
ence Trip. 

After the conclusion of the program 
tea and wafers were served. The li- 
brary board and librarians of the In- 
dianola Public and Simpson College li- 
braries, and Mr. Brown and a number 
of assistants from the State College 
library were in attendance. 

For the December meeting a chil- 
dren’s party was held, again in the Li 
brary Commission rooms, with games, 
a Christmas tree and Woolworth gifts. 

Des Moines—Public Library—On 
November Ist the Capitol Hill Branch 
was moved into a new building espe- 
cially designed for library use and 
leased by the builder to the city. A 
community opening was held on the 
evening of November 3rd with 300 in 
attendance to enjoy the program. 

The room is 60x45 divided into two 
parts by low shelves through the cen- 
ter. The charging desk faces the room 
and is placed against a glassed-in vesti- 
bule in the center of the building. 

On either side of the entrance are 
attractive windows which will be used 
for bulletin boards and book exhibits. 
Bulletin boards are fastened to the 
backs of benches which are placed over 
the low radiators in front of the win- 
dows. 

On either side of the room at the 

back are small rooms, one for the use 
of the staff and the other a committee 
room. 
_The floor is covered with imported 
linoleum in shades of green, cream and 
tan. The walls are cream colored and 
simple curtains of the same shade hang 
at the sides of the windows. 

A new branch was opened on Decem- 
ber 20th at 906 Park Avenue. This is 
located in a store room but fitted up 
with furniture and shelving to give it 
avery attractive appearance and it has 
been well patronized from the time of 
its opening. Laura Betts, a graduate 
of Pratt Institute Library School, has 
charge of the new branch which is 
known as the Lincoln Heights Branch. 

Gladys Ecklund of the children’s de- 
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partment returned to her home in Oc- 
tober. She is followed in her work by 
Ellen Shope, a graduate of Simmons 
College Library School. 

New members of the staff include 
Elsie Remley, formerly of the Univer- 
sity Libraries at Iowa City, assistant in 
the reference department; Alice Divel- 
bess, University of Wisconsin Library 
School, librarian of the South Side 
Branch; Mrs. Floyd Davis Laird, for- 
merly of Mason City Library, editor. 

Harriet Turner, librarian at Kewa- 
nee, Illinois, will become first assistant 
in the reference department on Janu- 
ary Ist. 

The first number of Book Marks, a 
library leaflet issued in November, was 
a biography number. Following num- 
bers will cover the topies of travel, fine 
arts, ete. 

Dubuque—Former mayor, James B. 
Alderson has been appointed a member 
of the library board to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of W. M. Hether- 
ington. 

Eldon—lIn a special niche in the li- 
brary is a case of choice books dedi- 
cated to the memory of Maggie E. 
Pearson. This memorial collection was 
the gift of her husband in response to 
a wish expressed by Mrs. Pearson be- 
fore her death. 

Fairfield—Parsons College — Elva 
Rulon has been appointed librarian to. 
fill the vacancy caused by the resigna- 
tion of Alice Kirk. Miss Rulon is a 
Pratt graduate and has served in the 
libraries of Nebraska State Teachers 
College, the State University of lowa 
and the University of South Dakota. 

Fort Madison—The old auditorium 
on the second floor of the library build- 
ing has been made into a children’s 
room with charging desk, shelves, and 
children’s books installed. It should 
not only relieve the congestion at the 
main desk but promote juvenile read- 
ing by its attractiveness. 

Galva—Mrs. Laura Burger has been 
elected librarian to succeed Mrs. Ella 
Missildine and Mrs. Georgia Molloy 











has been elected secretary of ‘the 


board. 

Glenwood—Mrs. E. B. Woodruff, 
who took work at Illinois Library 
school last year, has accepted a posi- 
tion in charge of the reference depart- 
ment of the public library at Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 

Harlan—<A gift of 500 volumes, the 
private library of the late H. P. Han- 
sen, has been presented to the library 
by Mrs. Hansen. 

Ida Grove—The membership of the 
library board has recently been in- 
creased to nine, the new members ap- 
pointed by the mayor being Mrs. Dora 
Parker, John Moist, J. M. Rees and 
George S. Witters. 

Independence—Mrs. N. M. Evers has 
resigned her membership on the library 
board which she has held for many 
years. 

Iowa City—Library Club—The club 
celebrated its twentieth anniversary 
with a dinner at the Memorial Union 
on the evening of November 19th with 
fifty-one in attendance. Bessie Stover 
acted as toastmistress and read letters 
and telegrams from charter members 
of 1906. Grace Wormer, Ruth Galla- 
her, Mary Marshall and Mrs. Jessie 
Gordon spoke of the four five-year in- 
tervals. The club which was organized 
with eight members now numbers 
forty-three from the staffs of the city, 
university, law and historical libraries. 

Iowa City—Public Library — Isa- 
bella Davis has resigned as first assist- 
ant and Lucile Davis has advanced to 
her position. Louise Slemmons will 
have charge of the children’s work 
with Helen Nicholson as assistant. 
Eleanor Wade will be desk assistant 
and Helen Redman and Helen Hoffman 
part time assistants. 

Iowa City — University Library — 


William H. Carlson, a graduate of the 
University of Nebraska and for six 
years in the Legislative Reference Li- 
brary at Lincoln, Nebraska, has been 
appointed Superintendent of Depart- 
ment Libraries to sueceed Jackson E. 
Towne. 
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W. Nyhoff, head of the largest pub- 
lishing house in Holland and whieh 
has been in business under one name 
since 1734, visited the university dur. 
ing October. At a staff luncheon given 
in his honor he spoke informally on the 
publishing and selling of books ip 
Europe. 

Lamoni—The library received about 
$150 as a result of the effort to collect 
funds for its maintenance. 

Laurens—Mrs. W. E. Caswell has 
tendered her resignation as a member 
of the library board because of ill 
health. 

Marion—The Library Commission 
collection of pictures made by children 
of Vienna were exhibited in the library 
during October. 

Manly—Labor Day celebration for 
the benefit of the library netted $573 
for that fund. 

Marengo—Esther Edwards, librarian 
for the past four years, has resigned 
her position to accept one in the State 
University Library where she will take 
some college work also. 
will be Ruth Beem. 

Marshalltown—A playlet was given 
by a group of eighty-five children in 
the children’s room on Saturday morn 
ing, October 30th, under the direction 
of Margaret Lewis, children’s I 
brarian. 

Mason City—Annie Allen, an assist 
ant for a number of years, was mar- 
ried on October 22nd to Curtis Yelland. 
Mrs. Yelland will continue her work in 
the library. 

Mediapolis—The library has been 
moved to rooms in the old school build 
ing recently acquired by the library 
board and fitted up for library use. 

Mount Pleasant—Public Library — 
Charles S. Rogers has been elected 
secretary of the board to succeed B. 
Wilson who has resigned because of 
indefinite absence from the city. 

Nashua—A $50.00 gift has been re 
ceived from Mr. and Mrs. Max Friend 
of Chicago who have so generously 
remembered the library on previous 
occasions. The library has been 
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greatly improved by the addition of 
new book stacks. The teachers of 
twenty rural schools besides the town 
grades are receiving loans from the li- 
brary. 

Oakdale—The State Sanatorium li- 
brary has recently been improved and 
enlarged by the installation of new 
open shelves. Henrietta Connor has 
been appointed librarian with Ruth 
Zwichey as assistant. The library is 
open a number of hours each day for 
the circulation of books. 

Oskaloosa—Penn College — During 
the absence of the librarian, May Hunt, 
who is in attendance at Simmons Col- 
lege Library School this year, a Penn 
student, Helen Winnemore, is in charge 
of the library with Miriam Standing as 
first assistant. Three other young 
ladies complete the student staff of five 
with whom the librarian keeps in close 
touch through correspondence. 

Pella—Agnes Bousquet, librarian of 
the Carnegie-Viersen Library for a 
number of years was married on No- 
vember 16th to A. P. Kuyper but will 
make her home in Pella. Katherine 
DeKoning, assistant to Miss Bousquet 
for several years, has been appointed 
librarian with Wilma Van Goup as- 
sistant. 

Preston—When the library board 
faced the emergency of supplying coal 
for heating the library building during 
the winter months with an empty treas- 
ury three public spirited citizens do- 
nated two tons of coal and a local dray- 
man transferred it to the library build- 
ing without charge. 

Red Oak—The library has received 
$556 for the purchase of books to be 
known as the Diedricks Collection, the 
proceeds of the trust estate of G. J. 
and Martha Diedricks. 

Riceville— The experiment will be 
tried during November and December 
of loaning free the recent fiction, for- 
merly reserved for the rent shelf, to 
ascertain whether the charge is caus- 
ing a decrease in the use of the books. 
_Ringsted—Through the efforts of the 
Study Club a library has been started 


127 





in Ringsted, which will be open on . 
Saturday from 2:00 to 5:00 and 7:00 
to 9:00 and on Wednesday from 7:00 
to 9:00. The library is housed in the 
committee room of the State Bank. 

Rockwell City—Mrs. Sara Cooper 
having been elected County Recorder 
has resigned her position as librarian. 
Florence Griffeth has been appointed to 
fill the vacancy. 

Mrs. J. H. Bradt, A. L. Risley and 
Ross Vontress have resigned from the 
library board and their places have 
been filled by the appointment of 
W. J. Dixon, Mrs. J. M. Snyder and 
Mrs. E. Z. Smith. 

Sharpsburg— A library is being spon- 
sored by the W. C. T. U. The hours 
for opening will be from 4:00 to 5:00 
on Wednesday and Saturday after- 
noons. Gladys Hamblin is librarian. 

Sheffield—Mrs. W. H. Hathaway and 
Mrs. C. C. Yelland have been appointed 
to membership on the library board to 
fill vacancies caused by the removal of 
Mrs. J. V. Wright and Mrs. W. D. 
Biggs. 

Sioux City—Among the social fune- 
tions complimentary to Mr. and Mrs. 
Sumner previous to leaving for their 
new home in Youngstown, Ohio, was 
a dinner given by the staff participated 
in by twenty members including an 
informal program of toasts and the 
presentation of a farewell gift. Mr. 
and Mrs. Sumner also shared with Sen- 
ator and Mrs. Stewart, previous to 
their departure for Washington, in a 
reception given by the McClintock 
Presbyterian Church. 

The new branch building at Green- 
ville nears completion and plans are 
under consideration for the Smith 
Villa building. 

In order to increase the supply of 
new fiction a rental collection of new 
fiction has recently been added to the 
library’s service. 

Sioux Rapids—-At the annual meet- 
ing of the library board R. O. Green 
was elected president and Mary Gus- 
tafson, secretary. DeNora Skinner is 
librarian. The library benefit held 





earlier in the season netted the library 
$400.00. 

Storm Lake—The library completed 
twenty years of service on October Ist. 
A history of the library and its work 
appeared in the local papers and an 
editorial complimenting the library on 
its service to the community. 

Story City—The musical comedy 
**Sally of the Cireus’’ given on Novem- 
ber 22nd yielded a goodly sum for the 
benefit of the library. 

Sutherland—<A bronze plate 28x38 
bearing the following words has been 
placed on Woods Memorial Library 
building : 

William. Houston Woeds and Roma 
Wheeler Woods, pioneer settlers in 
O’Brien. County, Iowa, came to Water- 
man Totwnship in 1869. They organ- 
ized the Gen. N. B. Baker Library 
Association in 1874. A bequest in the 
will of Roma Wheeler Woods gave this 
building to Sutherland and community 
as a memorial to her husband, William 
Houston Woods and names as trustees 
for life Tom B. Bark, Augusta Bark, 
Sidney Hitchings, Clara Hitchings, 
Silas Steele, Rebecca Steele, Charles 
Youde and Nora Youde. 

Waterloo—Virginia ©. Heston, for- 
merly head of the circulation depart- 
ment of the Waterloo Public Library 
and now Superintendent of Traveling 
Libraries of the State of Washington, 
was married on October 16th to 
Charles LeRoy Sheely. Mr. Sheely is 
on the editorial staff of the Spokane 
Chronicle. 

Waukon—The money left in the 
treasury of the New Century Club at 
the end of each year will be used for 
the purchase of books for the library. 
This will be a memorial to deceased 
members of the club whose names will 
appear on a memorial book plate used 
in the books so purchased. 

Webster City—A new children’s 
room has been opened in the basement 
of the Kendall Young Library and the 
children’s books removed from the 
room formerly used on the main floor. 
A direct entrance is also provided. 





The room is light, cheerful and well 


ventilated. The walls are painted a 
light color and hung with appropriate 
pictures. Seats, magazines and display 
racks are provided to make the room 
attractive and useful. The room will 
be open each weekday afternoon and 
will be in charge of Charlotte Crosley 
who will serve as children’s librarian. 


Deaths 
W. M. Hetherington 

The Dubuque library has suffered a 
loss in the death of W. M. Hethering- 
ton on November 9th. Mr. Hethering- 
ton was appointed a member of the 
board in 1921 and has served as chair- 
man of the Finance Committee. The 
following resolutions were passed by 
the board: 

The sudden death of W. M. Hether- 
ington, one of the trustees of the Car- 
negie-Stout Free Public Library of 
Dubuque, comes with a:shock to his 
fellow members of this board. His 
personality was such as to furnish ad- 


mirable equipment for a _ Library 
Trustee. His manner though mild, was 
positive. He never jumped at conelu- 
sions. His judgment was sound. Sin- 


cerity accompanied his every act. No 
detail, however minute, escaped his 


notice. He was thoroughly conscien- 
tious. These qualities made him an 
agreeable associate and a_ valuable 


member of this board. 
Mrs. R. N. McCombs 
The library board of Laurens reports 
an irreparable loss in the death of Mrs. 
R. N. MeCombs, a member of the board 
of trustees. Mrs. MeCombs’s active 
connection with library interest in the 
state dates back to the days of the es- 
tablishment of the Traveling Library. 
The correspondence with the Carnegie 
Corporation in securing funds for the 
building was conducted by her and she 
gave time and attention to the details 
of the building. The library board will 
miss her presence and wise counsel but 
her influence in the community will be 
far reaching for many years. 
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